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gl Unearth Indian Village in Hunt
R For Site of Virgin's Ban'Smal

™
Complete ‘Castle’ ~

. L]
Being Exca'vated
By BARNETT FOWLER
Times-Union Staff Writer

Every scrape of a shovel on
a hill west of Fonda brings
into sharper focus one of the
most spectacular archeological
projects in the United States,
the search for the baptismal
place of an Indian virgin
whose cause for sainthood is
currently being pressed.

Here at Caughnawaga, en
the hill known as “Sand
Flats,” the complete outline of
an Iroquois “castle” or palisad-
ed village is being unearthed
for the first time in the his-

R

tory of the state. < QCIQJ
When—and if—a -small—eir-
—enta# outline is uncovered,
Catholics throughout the world
will thrill to the announce-
ment, for in all probability
the outline will be that of the
Chapel of St. Peter, a bark cov-
ered structure in which Kateri
Tekakwitha, ‘“The Lily of the
Mohawks,” was baptised by the
Jesuit priest, Father James
de Lamberville, on Easter Sun-

day, April 18, 1676.

STARTED IN 1950

_The current activity at the
Mohawk Indian village is not
an easy one. Past activity has
been even harder. Under di-
rection of The Very Rev.
Thomas Grassman (. F. M., of
the Mohawk-Caughnawaga Mu-
seum, the initial step was tak-
en May 30, 1950, when the vil-
lage site was staked out. A
search for fragile remains held
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HISTORY BEFORE YOU YHREYES—Mc;re t"han 285 years ago Iagé. These stakes mark the exact-spot where several -of
Mohawk Indians, bloodied by the French of - Canada, .the 3,041 palisade logs were driven into the dirt.
pounded logs into this earth to construct their burned vil- °

; iy : by the earth for centuries, sub-

o ¢ e : 5 ¢ o : o _ ject to the ravages of destruc-
% i s il . : tion-that earthly acids and
2% e, o i time tan impose, poses tremen-
dous difficulties, It is not a
question of a shovelfu] of dirt,
a quick look, and then select-
ing artifacts.

The Mohawk village area is
1.46 acres. First the outline of
the double stockade had to be
determined. A narrow, shal-
low trench wag dug. As work-
ers stretched it, the first post
molds were found. To know
what a post mold is, you should
know the general characteris-
tics of a Mohawk village. Con-
stant warfare was an accepted
thing in the life of a Mohawk,
a tribe of the Iroquois Con-
federacy. These Indians pro-
tected themselves by erecting
palisades of Jogs—Ilogs which
were driven into the ground
gome 30 inches, and which
stood 15 feet or higher above
it

HER BAPTISMAL PLACE SOUGHT—This.is the artist's conception of Kateri Tekekwitha,
the “Lily of the Mohawks,’ .a Mohawk Indian girl who was baptized at Caughnawaga.
Her cause is being advanced for sainthood in the Catholic Church. The mortal remains
of Kateri rest in a vault at the Mohawk Indian reservation outside Montreal

BURNED IN 1693
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HOW THEY LOOK — Post
molds, blackened areas which
denote locations of logs which

In 1693, the French in Can-
ada, deathly sick of the raids
pulled by the Mohawks of the
Fonda area, came southward
once surrounded the Mohawk in force and burned Caughna-
Indian “c & Caughna- waga. Thus even in that year
waga near Fonda, are shown  the only portions of the village
here as they appear to arche-  that remained intact were
ologists uncovering the village those underground, The pass-
on a hill known as *“Sand

Flats.” ‘(Continned on Page D-2)
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» . ; : ; Wi : “ OVERLOOKED IN FLIGHT—In 1653 angry French swooped

boohddabeey e ¢ ' - ; o “® down from Canada and fell upon the Mohawks at Caughna-
SQUARING OFF—The entire area af Caugh nawaga is marked off in five foot squares, waga with vengeful fury. Apparently one Indian brave
similar to the one being placed above. Each square is carefully gone over and finds was casting musket balls when the raid developed. The
are tabulated. Thus eventually the entire Indian village site will be divided into balls pictured have been molded, but e not yet sepa-
squares on a master map, and a pattern .of eut-of-the-ordinary finds will develop. rated from the joining lead ‘‘tissue.”

INDIAN STOCKADE REMAINS—This rotte d postalta'r remains of a log once..part
of the palisade surrounding Caughnawaga, near Fonda, was found in archeological
etforts to uncover a complete Mohawk Ind ian “castle.”
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Place of Virgin's Baptismal
Sought at Mohawk Village

(Continued from Page D-1)

ing years rotted the wood, but
in its rotting it ieft a blackened
area in the yellow sands. These
blackened areas, sometimes
containing an organic core of
a log, ate the post molds.

Three thousand and forty-
one such molds were uncov-
ered by workers as they traced
the outline of the village. Out
of this number, 15 organic
cores were found. So accurate-
ly and so carefully were ex-
cavations made that even small
gates were detected. Once the
outline of the village was
mapped out, wooden stakes
were driven into each post
mold. Thus by standing at a
distance the spectator can see
before him the actual outlines
of the ancient Mohawk village.

TEDIOUS TASK

That was only the start.
Mindful of the fact that a cir-
cular structure was sought,’
workers faced the difficult
task of actually wancovering
post molds of every “long
house” in the village. A long
house was the typical lndian
habitation; several familiesy
lived, ate and slept in these!
structures. To do this shovels!
scraped carefully over the!
earth, inching their way down
gradually. When post molds
were found they were staked
out. Thus today you can see
the outlines of the long houses.|

It is wundGerstandable that
such activity on such a historic
site should produce results as,
work progresses. This has
been true in this case; a pro-|
fusion of “fresh water clam”
shells have been found, one of
the common foodg of the Mo-|
hawks, easily obtained from|
the Mohawk River only a few
hundred yards away. In addi-|
tion, bits of pottery, pieces of
Indian-made clay pipes have
been found. And a consider-
able amount of broken glass-
ware, remains of whiskey jugs
sold the Mohawks, were un-
earthed. = Such evidence leads
to the conclusion that the Mo-
hawks, known for their fierce-
ness and cannibalistic prac-
tices, probably tanked up of-
ten and hard. Pleces of knives,
“trade knives” were dug up;!
pieces of old firearms have
come to light. The Mohawks
grew powerful because they

were among the first Indians
able to buy weapons from the
Dutch of Albany and Schenec-
tady., Wampum bpeads, trade
beads, bone, both burned and
unburned, gun flints, topper
and brass .scrap, a stone mul-
ler, arrowheads, are among
other artifacts found.

INGENIOUS STOCKADE

The Mohawks were no fools
when it came to building pro-
tection. They constructed a
double stockade, about three
feet apart. The main gate was
a “maze” gate; that is, you
walked through the outer for-
tifications, turned to enter the
secondary protection, Thus an
enemy in force was limited to
entering one at a time, which
delighted the Mohawks, since
they could tomahawk them in
similar numbers. Firepits have
been found outside of the long
houses and inside. It is a point
of interest that cooking went
on inside the long houses, and
smoke found its way out
through cne small hole in the
top.

So the digging into histery

continues and what is being
found in the earth is bolstering
the written word of history,
Father Grassman is cautious
in his statements; he makes no
assertion unless he can prove
it. He refused, for instance, to
acknowledge the existence of
a platform on the stockades

(similar to early Western forts)
simply because he has found
no evidence of such., As one of
the foremost authorities in the
world on the Iroquois his
words pack a lot of weight. He
is completely “sold” on what
he is doing, is pursuing the
project in absence of continued
*funds; is dependent upon pub-
lic support for his work, but is
in possession of a powerful and
amazing determination to con-
tinue at all costs.

Possibly Father Grassman's
efforts may culminate in an
announcement that will elec-
trify all who read it; whatever
does happen, this much is cere
tain: The most important arche
eological work in the state of
New York is now going on 40
miles west of Albany.




